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Last month the front cover was a photo 
taken by Chris Holloway, and I completely 
forgot to thank him.  He is responsible for 
this month‟s brilliant bluebells - so thanks 
again, Chris.  The Camera Club members 
deserve huge thanks for so many 
wonderful front covers.   
 
And thanks to Geoff and Eleanor 
Marchant for the wonderful photos of 
Chris Steed‟s churches - some are in this 
month‟s mag - the rest will be on the 
village website within a day or so( ). 
 
The picture of Kenn Church in 1828 is 
from Sir Stephen Glynne‟s “Church Notes 
for Somerset” - courtesy of the Records 
Office.  It turns out that ours isn‟t the only 
church on the planet which has such an 
odd tower.   Anyway, thanks to Bob and 
Ray for bringing it to light.  The History 
Project was very happy.  On the website 
you can see a picture of the modern 
(1862) church alongside the 1828 
drawing. 
 
Somewhere in the middle of the magazine 
is a programme of events which celebrate 
the Life and Times of Bishop Ken - who, 
although he didn‟t (so far as we know) visit 
here, has strong family links with the 
village of Kenn.  It all happens in Frome, 
where Bishop Ken was buried 300 years 
ago.  It looks fascinating - someone from 
the History Project will go along to the 
best bits, and report back with anything 
new. 
 
Last year Kate Hatcher treated me to  an 
afternoon course on Planting Autumn 
Bulbs at Cleeve Nursery.  I did what I had 
been told - and, for the first time ever, ALL 
the bulbs we planted have come up.  
Magic.  Amazing what can happen when 
you follow the instructions.  So it will be 
with a new hope that I treat Kate to the 
Hanging Basket demonstration at Anita‟s 
Nursery.  Jo Cheek, who wowed us at the 
Christmas WI demonstration, says it will 
be well worth the effort. 
 

Hazel 
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Down on the Farm in the 1930s and early 1940s 
 
In those days farming was done much as it had been for many years, perhaps 100.  The only 
means of power was horse power and there were very few implements.  I can remember, when I 
was a young lad, all the hay making equipment my father had was a horse rake and a hay wagon.  
Amazing now to think back, several men would go out in the hay field, which was in swath, and turn 
it over with hand rakes the next day (a swath is the term used to describe the way the hay had 
fallen once it had been cut).   Having previously been cut with a two horse mower, with a cutting 
blade approximately 3 ft 6 inches wide,  it was surprising how much hay could be turned over by 4 
men in a day.  It was no trouble to do a whole field. 
 
When the hay had dried in the sun it was raked up by a horse and a rake that tipped.  The hay was 
tipped every three or four feet.  When the hay was up in these „rolls‟, we used to go out with peeks 
and put it in small heaps, about three feet high, called cocks.  After this was done the horse and 
hay wagon were brought in.  One man was on the wagon and one on each side.  They then lifted 
these stacks of hay onto the wagon.  This was known as „pitching‟.  On a reasonable sized wagon 
about a tonne of hay could be packed.  These loads of hay were then brought into the farm yard, 
drawn by a horse and packed into a pole barn where it was stacked away for the winter feed. 
 
Most farmers in those days grew mangolds for their cows. These were roots like large beetroot.  
This was a very labour intensive crop because it had to be hoed by hand all the summer to keep 
the weeds down.  In the autumn they were pulled out of the ground by hand and then carted into 
farm buildings and stored away, covered with straw or rubbish to keep the frost out.  In the winter 

they were put through a „mangold pulper‟ and sliced up and carried to 
the cows in the sheds in big baskets, each one carried between two 
men, again very labour intensive. 
 
The hay that had been stored in the hay sheds was then cut out by a 
man, using a large blade called a „hay knife‟ (examples are hung on 
the end wall of the dining room at The Drum and Monkey, together 
with several peeks).  These men cut it out in squares and carried the 
cubes of hay on their heads to pack into the hay sheds, ready to feed 
the cows. 
 
There was plenty of labour on the farm in those days, as a farmer 
had to have one man for every eight cows to milk them by hand.  
Men did not like milking more than eight, so a farmer with eight cows 
generally did all the milking himself.  If he had sixteen cows he 
employed a man to milk the other eight.  If he had twenty-four cows 
he employed two men etc....  Not many had more than twenty-four 
cows in this district. 
 
In the summer-time, when the cows were out in the fields, some 
farmers, like my father at Stonehouse Farm, taught the cows to stand 
still in the field without being tied up while they were milked.  Some 
farmers would tie their cows up in the shed to milk them, but if they 
were spread out over a wider area it was better to milk them in the 
fields. 
 
To be continued..................... 
 
Ray Naish (dictated by Ray and written by his grandson Leon Naish) 
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Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 3:17 PM 
Subject: Supply reliability 
 
Dear Mr Down, 
 

I have been forwarded your letter regarding your concerns about the supply to your locality. I note the 
number of counter signatures and recognise several names who I have had either telephone conversations 
or other communication. It certainly seems to be an issue which is causing concern and for my part I will 
provide you with the best information and appropriate action I can. 
 

I wrote to your parish clerk, Ann Holtham, early in 2010. The enquiry resulted mainly from the loss of supply 
to one phase of the local transformer at Christmas time 2009, though there were concerns regarding multiple 
short interruptions and system overloading. In my reply, I explained that most of the interruptions had indeed 
been of short (i.e. seconds) duration . This was our High voltage auto reclosure system operating for 
transient faults, mainly at times of bad weather. This is a protection system which is employed in rural High 
voltage networks. Despite the close location to Clevedon, the village of Kenn  and surrounding isolated 
properties are, electrically speaking, very rural in nature and is unfortunately at greater risk to weather related 
problems such as lightning, gales, trees in the lines and bird strikes. Although these rarely cause permanent 
damage to the system and supply is restored quickly, I understand and apologise for the inconvenience 
caused. 
 

On Dec 17th 2010, we had the first snowfall of what proved to be a period of abnormal conditions with sub 
zero temperatures for long durations. On the first day, the accumulation of snow on one of our High voltage 
transformers in the Court lane area,  east of Clevedon. This unusually caused permanent damage to the unit. 
 

Supplies were interrupted several times that day  as part of the normal means of fault identification and 
location and repair. 
 

On two separate occasions in January, supplies to your local transformer, known as Yardlea farm, were 
interrupted by the blowing of the low voltage controlling fuse on one phase of the three phase low voltage 
network. On both occasions, no permanent fault was found and the fuses successfully replaced by our 
standby personnel. 
 

I have checked the system for overloading and based upon current consumptions, the transformer should 
have 1/3 capacity still available. 
 

You have asked if the problem could be imbalance in the loading of the phases. This is always possible in 
any location. Even if we connected all the properties equally over the three phases, which is always our aim, 
the amount and nature of loadings of properties varies significantly and is infinitely variable. This is especially 
so in rural locations where methods of heating and cooking vary. Nevertheless, as the occurrences of these 
fuse failures are confined to the coldest part of winter, it may suggest that some incidental additional heating 
load may have been responsible. 
 

In order to make progress-It is my intention to carry out some load checks at the source, i.e. the local 
transformer, which may help to determine if any imbalance is occurring. The local network will also be 
checked for any defects or tree issues and permissions asked of the tree owners to carry out trimming work. 
 

I will also arrange for the low voltage fuse holders to be changed for the latest type which will give more 
flexibility to employ fuses of different ratings. This will involve a shutdown of supplies in order to work safely. 
All customers affected will be sent a letter giving detail of the shutdown date and time. 
 

I apologise for the interruptions you have been experiencing and will attempt, as detailed above, to improve 
the situation as much as possible. 
 

I am away from work at the moment, but still checking my emails. On return to work in a couple of weeks , I 
will arrange for the above to be organised. 
 

I would much appreciate it if you could forward my response to all those concerned. 
 

Yours Sincerely 

Les Hutchinson  
Maintenance Manager  
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KENN W.I. 
 
We were delighted to welcome several visitors to hear the talk by Mr Withers on the MS Therapy 
Centre at Nailsea.  It was a most interesting talk and we all learnt a lot about this cruel disease.  
Even though it cannot be cured so much more help is now available thanks to the work of such 
dedicated centres like this. 
 
The March meeting continues the medical theme as Mrs Boulden is coming to speak about her 
work as a Communty First Responder.  Although we all hope that we shall not need her services, 
one never knows.  Do please come along on Wednesday 9 th March at 7.30 p.m. if you would like to 
hear her. 
 
Members are beginning to sign up for charity walks in the spring and early summer.  So far they will 
participate in the Race for Life at Weston-Super-Mare and the Bluebell Trek (previously the Granny 
Trek) for the SW Children‟s Hospice.  We are also still knitting hats for seamen and collecting 
suitable clothing. 
 
To our great surprise we won our skittles match against Hewish in the tournament and are now to 
play Locking Green – a team with a formidable reputation.  Watch this space!     
 
 

PARISH COUNCIL NOTES 
 
We were pleased to welcome our new Community Beat Police Officer Paul Morris (No 2255) and 
CPSO Kate Turner.  P.C. Morris only had 5 incidents to report – we do not give him much work to 
do as we are such a law abiding lot.  His dedicated phone number is 0845 456700 should you need 
him.  He warned us that thefts of fuel are on the rise and likely to increase as fuel of all kinds 
becomes more expensive.  Do try and make it as difficult for thieves as you can. 
 
The Royal Wedding was discussed again and as I write the plan is that there will be a Bring-Your –
Own picnic in the Village Hall in the afternoon and evening with games for the children.  It is also 
hoped there might be a village photograph.  All children of school age and those under school age 
will be given a mug or some other memento.  If anyone out there would like to pick up on these 
ideas and run with them we would be grateful.  Or, any ideas that you may have of your own of 
course will be very welcome - parishcouncil-royalwedding@kennvillage.co.uk. 
 
The next meeting will be held on Monday 4th April .  
 

Ann Holtham 

The History Project 
 
We had a wonderful response from all sorts of odd nooks and crannies about the Chapel - thank 
you all very, very much.  Keep it coming… 
 
With that success in mind, we are now looking for the history of the Village Hall.  If you have any, 
please let us know.  Photos and newspaper cuttings are always especially appreciated. 
 

Hartley and Hazel (now with added Jane) 
 

mailto:parishcouncil-royalwedding@kennvillage.co.uk


KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE  270 MARCH 2011 

6 

THE VILLAGE MARKET 
 

The February Market took place in sunshine which was a 
pleasant improvement. 
 

The fee paid by sellers for their tables and refreshment takings 
go to local or national charities after the hiring cost for the hall 
has been met.  Enquiries for renting a table (£2) should be made 
to Joyce (346974).  Sellers pick their own charity should they wish.  This month Julia's cakes/
preserves raised money for The Smile Train and Caroline's book stall supports The Children's 
Hospice in Wraxall. 
 

Our next market in March will have a new seller.  Our local Avon representative will have a table 
with samples and catalogues and she will take orders.  Hopefully the bread and deli stall will 
operate again and also the art/glass will return. 
 

I would like to mention again how grateful we are to John Roberts who works behind the scenes in 
the kitchen washing up and also to Colin Webb who provides us with a delicious yoghurt cake each 
month.  Sales of refreshments revert to normal for future markets. 

 

                                          The next Market is on March 12
th

 
 
To mark „Fairtrade Fortnight 2011‟ which runs from February 28th to March 3rd – 13/3, there will be 
a Fairtrade table at the March Kenn Village Market.  A wide selection of Fairtrade goods will be on 
offer so come and have a look.  Fairtrade goods will be available for the next three months and, if 
the take-up is good, the Fairtrade table will become a permanent market feature. 

Kenn Camera Club  
 

Kenn Camera Club met on the 21st of February for an informal 
meeting when members showed their latest photographs and 
discussed further meetings 
  
The next meeting will be on Monday 21st of March, all are 
welcome. Bring some photographs of Spring, maybe Kenn in 
Spring? 
  
We meet on the 3rd Monday of each month. 

Chris Holloway 

Many thanks to Rosemary and Graham at the 
Drum for hosting the February coffee morning.  
It was lovely to be waited on, to have space to 
spread ourselves and to catch up on the chat. 
 
The Drum matched our contributions and all 
the proceeds went to The Cots for Tots Appeal 
which supports special care babies at St 
Michael‟s Hospital in Bristol. 

Caroline 

Monday Night is Table Tennis Night! 
 
Come and have a game or two on Monday 
nights at the Village Hall, 7.30pm onwards. 
 

It‟s only £2 per person - and all are very 
welcome.   
 

There‟s a league beginning to take shape - 
but it‟s still mostly just loads of fun. 
 
Ring Jo Batten (878782) or John Hayden 
(343133) for more details. 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE 271 MARCH 2011  

7 

 
Did you know: the Republic of Chile contains the driest desert 
in the world; has glaciers and ice mountains; most of its 
inhabitants are Mestas - mixed race Spanish and indigenous 
peoples? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
These and many more fascinating facts about 
everyday life in Chile and the people there will 
emerge from a service written by the women of 
Chile for Women's World Day Of Prayer, and the 
local service is in Kingston Seymour Village Hall on 
Friday 4 March at 7.30pm, with several Kennites 
taking part. 
 

The theme is How Many Loaves Have You? 
which reflects the great importance of bread in the 
national diet. 
 

All are welcome to attend - men, women and 
children. 

Half-Term Jumble Sale 
 
Another most successful Jumble Sale was held at the Village Hall on Wednesday 23rd February – 
the usual team of helpers had spent the morning sorting the copious supply of saleable items and at 
2.00pm a goodly number of customers arrived.   Thanks to Quinton, for „doing the door‟ (he had his 
first practice in this role at the October Jumble) - that‟s what happens if you bring the grandchildren 
to visit at half-term! 
 
The raffle was wonderfully supported by shoppers, stallholders and various children and 
grandchildren and Caroline and Matthew provided us all with drinks.  Many thanks to everyone who 
supported in so many ways – The amazing sum of £206.60 was realised (after expenses £160.00), 
which with donations already received will cover party expenses.  Thank you. 
 
A special thank-you too goes to Wendy Evans who has collected all the unsold items for St Peter‟s 
Hospice. 
 
Get Well Soon - we send best wishes to Mervyn Baker, who, at the time of writing is in the B.R.I. 
and look forward to seeing him in the village soon. 
 
Drum and Monkey - thanks to Graham, Karen and Rosemary for hosting the Coffee Morning in 
February, having just returned from holiday I sadly did not attend, however having eaten there a 
couple of times since, I have to say that the quality of food was superb. 
 
Proud Nanny Moment - I am delighted to report that Bethany has been awarded an Art 
Scholarship for Millfield School - I knew she was brilliant but it is nice to know that experts think so 
too. 
 

Margaret Ball 
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Kenn Fairtrade Village 
 
The steering committee met on March 1st at 8pm - the details will be published in the magazine 
next month. 
 
It‟s important to us that we make it quite clear that this is a VILLAGE enterprise.  The church has its 
own separate Fairtrade activities.   
 
There is a large group of people in Kenn who, while not churchgoers or members of Kenn (or any) 
church, feel very strongly about injustice and unsustainable development.  We want, somehow, to 
do our bit (however small) for the world‟s poor and disadvantaged. 
 
This is a village thing, not a church thing, so please don‟t stay away or avoid it because you think it‟s 
in any way churchy.  It isn‟t. 
 
There‟s right, and there‟s wrong - there‟s fairness and there‟s injustice, and we don‟t need to be 
religious or churchgoers to understand that.  Or to want to do something about it.   
 
With a little luck we can involve the entire village in  attaining Fairtrade Village status.  It will be slow 
- perhaps that‟s a good thing.  The most important thing is that, with time, we manage to persuade 
most people in the village that it‟s an idea worth thinking about. 
 
We intend to work hard at this - and we‟re all in it for the long haul.  But little by little we hope that 
Kenn can make a bit of difference.  It would be great if you wanted to be making a bit of a difference 
too. 
 
Email fairtradevillage@kennvillage.co.uk if you‟d like to find out more. 

mailto:webmaster@kennvillage.co.uk
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Useful Numbers: 

 
Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
  Jean Fenwick 875073 or 
  Irene Stowell 872472 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
  Rev Preb John Andrews  
  01934 830208 
 
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball 874077 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 

Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 

    Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 

    North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

    News & Views:  
  Hazel Limage 01275 349535 
     Sheila Naish 01934 838357 
  Margaret Ball 01275 874077 

Pull-out and Keep Centre Section - Dates 

Antique and Quality Furnishings. 
Collectables etc 

Thursday 24th March 2010 
  

Viewing at Saleroom 
 Wednesday   23rd 2010 10am - 

7:30pm 
Morning of sale  from 9am  

Quarterly Specialist Sale  
Thursday 10th March 10.30am  

  
Viewing at Saleroom 

Tuesday 8th 2pm - 5:30pm 
Wednesday 9th 10am - 7:30pm 

Morning of sale from 9am 

  
 

 
 
 
Will be held in Kenn Village Hall on Saturday, 

March 12th 10:00am till midday.  

Recycling - Every Tuesday 
 
Dustbin - 1st, 15th and 29th 
  
Green Waste - 8th and 22nd 

   
 

Kenn Women’s 
Institute 

  

Kenn Village Hall, March 9th 7:30pm 

 Clevedon Mercury and 
North Somerset Times 

 

Don‟t forget that copies of both these local 
newspapers are freely available in the bar of 

the Drum and Monkey. 
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The Coffee Morning in Kenn New Room 
  
on Saturday 19 March from 10am to noon will 
be celebrating Fairtrade Fortnight - if a few 
days late. 
 

A wide range of Fairtrade goods will be on 
sale from coffee, tea and sugar to breakfast 
cereals and chocolate, dried fruit to stationery 
and kitchen roll. 
 

You will also be invited to sample the tea or 
coffee and biscuits - free of charge. 

Fairtrade Clothing will be on display  
and for sale at a Fashion Show in  

Kingston Village Hall  
on Thursday 10 March from 7.30pm 

Bluebells, Beer and Bullocks Bottom 
  
Following on the success of the local Monday 
walks, there will be an extra walk on 
SATURDAY 14th MAY, visiting the Bluebell 
woods near Portbury, the distance will be 
around 31/2 (three and a half miles) and we 
will meet outside Stonehouse Farm (next to 
Ray‟s house)  at 12.30 to share transport 
  
 We hope to visit the 'Bluebell Round' down to 
'Bullocks Bottom' through the Garlic Woods 
and for those who would like, end up for a 
drink at The Priory Inn (see front cover). 
 

Chris and Jean 

February Kenn Monthly Lunch  
 

at the Moorend Spout Nailsea was enjoyed by 
twenty of us on the 8th February.  We meet 
again from twelve noon on the 8th this month.  
If you can join us you will be most welcome. 
 

John Griffin 872948 

Kenn Village History Project Lunch 
 
We had super food and excellent company at 
the Drum in February - it was grand to see so 
many friends.  In March the lunch will be on 
Friday 25th at 12.30 for 1pm (a later start from 
now on) at the Drum, as always.   
 

Yatton Local History Society 
Yatton Methodist Church Hall 8pm 

 

Tuesday April 5th 
Ballooning in the Bristol Region and its history.  

An exhilarating tale brought up to date. 
 

John Penny 

Birthdays and Anniversaries in March: 
 
5th Leon Naish 
9th Tassos Papasolomontos 
10th Jack Butland 
15th Jenny Treble 
16th Brian and Julie Stowell   
    wedding anniversary 
17th Lee Staples 
 James Mackay 
 Liz Stowell 
18th Quinton Stowell 
 Grace Griffin 
20th Olivia Gale 
21st Margaret Cook 
27th Amy Bye 
 Pam Stuckey 
30th Jean and Fred Fenwick 
    wedding anniversary 
31st Iris and Mike Callow 
    wedding anniversary 

St John’s Kenn Altar Guild for March: 
Julia Bush, Jean Fenwick and Jenny Pascoe 
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St John’s Fairtrade Facts 
  

Last year, the congregation of St John the Evangelist Church, Kenn, became a Fairtrade church.  
To achieve this we committed ourselves to: 
 

Use Fairtrade tea and coffee after services and at all meetings for which we have responsibility; 
 
Move forward on using other Fairtrade sugar, biscuits and fruit; and 
 

Promote Fairtrade during „Fairtrade Fortnight‟ and during the year through events, worship and 
other activities where possible. 
 

To fulfil our third commitment I will attempt to make a special „Fairtrade Marmalade‟ for the March 
market, and use as many Fairtrade ingredients as possible in the cakes on the „cakes and jam‟ 
table. 
 

Fair trade Flowers 
 

Congregations do not have to commit to use Fairtrade Flowers exclusively before applying to 
become a Fairtrade Church. The minutes of our meeting read „As flowers are donated, it was felt 
that Fairtrade Flowers could not be insisted upon‟.  Fairtrade Flowers are available from all the local 
supermarkets but, as yet, according to my research, not from commercial suppliers. Of course, 
homegrown and local flowers have the lowest carbon footprint, and are often the loveliest (in my 
opinion).  

Julia Bush 

Family Service at St John’s 
 

Plough Sunday combined with Snowdrop Sunday this year, and the 
church was bright with spring flowers and morning sunshine.  Lots of 
children were in church with mums and dads, which made the day even 
more special. 
 

The plough, the churn and the crook were all blessed in hopes of a 
good farming year, and Julia read poems about the resilience of 
snowdrops and the modern plough (a big green tractor). 
 

Morgan read the parable of the fig tree -  
 

“A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it, but did not 

find any. 
7 

So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve 
been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should 

it use up the soil?’  
8 

“ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig 

around it and fertilise it. 
9 

If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’  
 

Celia asked us all to be trees (which we were - very fine trees indeed!) and to put down good strong 
roots, and to try really, really hard to grow some nice fruit.  (We tried very hard…) 
 

She asked us to imagine looking around at the other trees, seeing them with their fine fruits,  
wondering if the gardener would lose patience with us and dig us up. 
 

But then she told us that Jesus is a patient gardener, and will be trying hard to help us grow and 
bear fruit.  All we have to do is our best.  The little ones planted and watered some seeds - we‟ll find 
out what kind of gardeners they are in the summer! 
 

Cakes (such cakes!) were baked for us by Romilly and Jemima, so we finished another lovely 
family service with coffee and chat. 
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SERVICES FOR MARCH 2011 
 
1st Sunday 6th  March Sunday next before Lent   
8.00am Holy Communion at Kenn*  
9.30am Parish Communion at Yatton  
9.30am Holy Communion Cleeve   
11.00am First Sunday Special at Claverham   
11.00am Family Service at Kingston Seymour    
6.00pm Evensong at Yatton  
 
2nd Sunday 13th March First Sunday of Lent   
8.00am Holy Communion at Yatton*  
9.30am Family Communion at Yatton  
9.30am Holy Communion at Claverham  
11.00am Trinity Praise at Cleeve   
11.00am Holy Communion at Kenn   
6.00pm Evensong* at Kingston Seymour   
6.30pm Holy Communion at Cleeve   
 
3rd Sunday 20th March Second Sunday of Lent    
8.00am Holy Communion at Claverham*  
9.30am  Parish Communion at Yatton  
9.30am  Holy Communion at Cleeve   
11.00am  Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour   
2.30pm  Holy Baptism at Yatton  
6.00pm Evensong at Kenn*   
 
4th Sunday 27th March Third Sunday of Lent    
8.00am Holy Communion at Yatton*  
8.00am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour*   
9.30am Parish Communion at Yatton   
9.30am Holy Communion at Cleeve   
11.00am Family Service at Claverham   
11.00am Family Service at Kenn   
6.00pm Ecumenical Evensong at Yatton   
 
HOLY DAYS IN MARCH: 
Wednesday 9th March Ash Wednesday    
10.00am Holy Communion at Yatton   
11.00am Holy Communion at Kenn or Kingston Seymour – t.b.c.  
7.30pm Choral Communion at Yatton `  
 
Thursday 24th March The Annunciation Of Our Lord To The Blessed Virgin Mary    
9.30am Holy Communion at Cleeve   
7.30pm Holy Communion at Yatton    
 

Friday 4th March - Women’s World Day of Prayer:- 
10.30 am Claverham Free Church;   
2pm at Yatton Methodist Church;   
7.30pm at Kingston Seymour Village Hall 
 

Saturday 12th March  
10am - 1pm Deanery Quiet Day, St Mary‟s Walton 

* Book of Common Prayer 
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LYNTON 16th February 2011 
 

“The Licensing of the Rev Dr Christopher Steed as Priest-in-Charge (Team Rector Designate) of 
the North Devon Coast Ministry”.  So said the title on the Lynton service booklet and we joined with 
Mike Callow and the bellringers of Lynton and Combe Martin to herald the event. Hopefully others 
will describe the service and gigantic feast which followed, I will simply say that we were pleased to 
make the acquaintance of Chris James, a licensed reader who has done so much to “hold the fort” 
in the last eighteen months, and to see Avril and Allan robe up with the Devon clergy, including 
„our‟ Rev Wendy Mitchell, now of Woolfardisworthy.  The Bishop of Exeter, the local Archdeacon, 
the Rural Dean, and many representatives of local organisations also took their part.  Chris got the 
3rd bell to sound five times, if anyone wants to draw a conclusion from that (an old saying is that it‟s 
one year in office per ring, but as he is „Team Rector Designate‟ and was next morning involved in 
interviewing for a Team Vicar to work with him, I don‟t think the old saying helps much nowadays!) 
 

As we walked down Lee Road next morning to take a photo of St Mary‟s, Lynton, we came face to 
face with Chris and had a brief chat before he hurried off to his duties.  For our part, we had 
decided that as the weather was holding fair, we would visit some of his other churches, especially 
the more isolated ones which we had not been to before.  We drove Westwards through the 
stunning scenery of the Valley of the Rocks and duly paid our £1 toll at Lee Abbey to continue on 
ever narrower cliff edge roads past Lee Bay and Woody Bay until we reached the 11th Century 
church at Martinhoe.  With a stated population of 150, we noted that there were only 10 on the 
Electoral Roll. However, there was an electronic keyboard, and the tower held two ancient bells 
inscribed „Maria‟ and „Sancta Maria‟ so we wondered how the church “became conveniently 
dedicated to St. Martin.” 
 

On through the steep ups and downs of King‟s Lane and past Hunters Inn and, taking a „best 
road‟ (!) diversion we eventually came to a very muddy Trentishoe – two farms, two houses, a 
bungalow, and St Peter‟s church; very ancient and thought to be the smallest in Devon, seating 
about 40 at a push!  The small organ came from the RMS Mauritania when broken up in 1965. 
Again there were two small chiming bells, but here no details of their inscriptions, if any.  The 
church retains its Minstrels‟ Gallery. 
 

Retracing our route to Hunters Inn, we turned South to Parracombe which has two churches – a 
Victorian one, Christ Church, near the village centre and used weekly, and the Old Church of St 
Petroc now in the hands of The Churches Trust, with only two services a year.  It retains its 18th 
Century box pews, reading desks and pulpit but any bells presumably went to form the light chime 
of 6 at Christ Church.  According to a leaflet at Martinhoe, the ancient font at St. Petroc‟s was 
originally at Martinhoe. 
 

I have taken photos of all these churches and with Hazel‟s skill they will hopefully be enhanced to a 
standard fit for Kenn News and Views. 
 

Incidentally, Parracombe had a station on the Lynton and Barnstaple Railway, but that has long 
gone, and at the time of the Lynmouth floods one elderly gent was drowned here when water built 
up in the old railway tunnel, burst through, and sent a six feet high wave of water through the 
village. 
 

We were obviously lucky as we only had to contend with thick fog on our journey back home over 
the top of the Brendons. 

        Geoff and Eleanor Marchant 
 
PS. On Tuesday evening we had our evening meal at the Queen‟s Hotel in Lynton and we were 
served by a lady whose voice seemed vaguely familiar. Most of the time I had my back to the bar 
so didn‟t see her coming and going.  Eleanor said “Who does she remind you of?” On Wednesday 
we forgot to tell Rev Ian Hubbard that we had been served by a “Rev Linda Evans double”!! 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE 271 MARCH 2011  

15 

St Petroc‟s, Parracombe  
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Go Green (board game)  £24.99   
From:-   One Earth Games Ltd 
       Windy Bottom,Yeovil marsh, 
        Yeovil,Somerset. 
          BA21 3QB 
 
We often have book reviews but this is a fantastic game I received 
for Christmas. 
 

A game all smallholders and would-be smallholders will love. It‟s 
frighteningly realistic and the questions are very challenging. 
 

The board game is rather like Monopoly in a smallholder setting. You trundle around the board with 
your wheelbarrow and collect pigs, chickens fruit and veg. The common currency is hay bales and 
you need to keep trading in order to save enough to purchase your allotment, wind-turbine, beehive 
and greenhouse. 
 

You face all the smallholder perils of fox attacks, animals escaping, crop failures, and it is 
completely up to date with swine flu and bird flu. 
 

You are awarded hay bales when you speak at WI or win prizes in the local agricultural show.  
 

It‟s a great game, everyone seems to love laying it and get involved in the spirit. 
It‟s a good laugh, fiercely competitive, and highly educational. It‟s certainly the best game we have 
bought in years, I would highly recommend it. 
 

To get a taste, check out their web site www.gogreenboardgame.co.uk 
 

Heather Brain 

Being Green.  I’m doing my best! 
 
For the first time in ages it is warm and the garden seems inviting.  All at once the buds are 
responding to light and warmth.  I have ordered seeds from a local supplier and have started to 
clean out all the tubs and baskets.  The raised beds now need weeding.  Due to the harsh weather 
little of the winter planting has survived.  Once the ground has warmed up I shall plant spinach and 
spring onions.  In the meantime I will plant seed trays for vegetables and flowers.  I‟m going to try 
Godetia from seed.  Can anyone suggest flowers I can grow during the summer, dry during the 
Autumn and then use for flower arranging? 
 
I have saved a small fortune by staying out of Tesco.  I now realise I was going into Tesco nearly 
every day.  It had become a bit of an addiction.  Somehow all was well with the world if I had 
handed over money for products I neither needed nor wanted.  I did a lot less shopping, going into 
local shops or Lidl.  I will confess (or it could be months in purgatory) I did go into Tesco three times 
during the month.  Once, when I was informed at 9 o‟clock in the evening that school cookery 
ingredients were needed for the following day, and on two other occasions for unashamed quick 
convenience! 
 

Caroline Holden 

Book Group 
 

A reminder that the book group is going to meet at the Drum on Tuesday, March 8th at 7.30 - 
8.00pm.  If you have children to put to bed or are having a late supper we will wait for you.  We are 
reading Bill Bryson‟s “Down Under”.  If you have not had the time, energy or inclination to read the 
book, but want to join, come along anyway. 
 

Caroline Holden 
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STEAM EVENING (all BR) 

In aid of YACWAG and The Strawberry Line Café Project 

WEDNESDAY 16
th
 MARCH 

7.30pm Horsecastle Chapel, Yatton  

STEAM IN the LONDON AREA  
 

 STEAM ON THE STRAWBERRY LINE 

New Pictures – Wrington, Clevedon, 
Local Scenes (from Colehouse Lane and Kingston Bridge)  

  

ADMISSION £3 including refreshments  

Details from Trevor Riddle 01934 835208  

Frustrated by a lack of quality, affordable, good looking furniture, two Long Ashton mums have set up “Reloved”, offering unique 
pieces for the contemporary home.  Conscious of the environmental impact of cheap, throw-away items, Heidi and Kate decided to 
reclaim, repair and repaint, transforming old discarded furniture into contemporary pieces to be loved for years to come.  The paints 
they use are water-based chalk paints with extremely low environmental impact.  Heidi and Kate source their pieces locally, work 
from home and sell within Bristol and North Somerset.  They also offer a „reloving‟ service and will also source pieces you require 
and customise to your taste.  For more information please call 01275 393266. 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE  270 MARCH 2011 

18 

A hanging basket demonstration is taking place at Anita's Garden Centre  
on Tuesday 5th April at 7.30pm.  Please ring 01275 376379 for details and to reserve a place.  

 
The nursery is situated on the A369 Bristol road, opposite The Rudgleigh pub. You can take 
hanging baskets to be filled and collected at a later date.  Cream teas will be available throughout 
May, (weekends only) with all proceeds going to Portishead Lifeboats. The nursery raised over 
£1000 last year for this worthy cause. 
 

Anita's Garden Centre and Gift Shop 
Martcombe Road 

Easton in Gordano 
North Somerset 

 
Email - anitasnursery@btinternet.com  Telephone - 01275 376 379 

Note from the Editor - Election of Parish Councillors 
 
It looks like there will be an election for members of the Parish Council on Polling Day this May.   
 
I‟ve been asked if the magazine can publicise the process, invite prospective candidates, and, 
during April, print the names and faces that go with the present incumbents and the hopeful 
nominees. 
 
The process is outlined on the North Somerset Council website -  
 

http://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/Your+Council/Local+democracy/becomingacouncillor.htm 
 
and nomination papers will be available in March from: 
 
Ann Holtham (Parish Clerk, 16 Griffin Road, Clevedon): Hazel Limage (Bram Rigg) and Kate 
Hatcher (Moorgate House) 
 
or from the County Council. 
 
Next month I hope to print the list of candidates with photos -  in a separate leaflet if time doesn‟t 
allow for inclusion in the magazine.  If you intend to stand, could you let me have a photo?   
 

Many thanks. 
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Bird News I 
 
February has been a fairly mild month but many birds displaced by the cold weather in December 
seem not to have returned to their regular winter haunts. 
 
There are very few Moorhens on the Shapwick Heath National Nature Reserve, but probably 50 at 
Backwell Lake.  Dunnocks are in full song as I write (20th) but I have not seen or heard a Wren for 
10 days - have they suffered badly from the weather or maybe the survivors are not yet fit enough to 
start the nesting cycle?  I was pleased to hear a Goldcrest singing in Yatton High Street and there 
were several at nearby Cadbury Hill.  Kingfishers seem to be scarce although I have had one or two 
reports from Kenn Pier and Congresbury.  By way of contrast, Long Tailed Tits are everywhere - 
how does a tiny bird like that survive the snow and freezing cold so well? 
 
A flock of 120 Siskins has been frequenting Littlewood, and 23 Snipe were on YACWAG‟s Kenn 
Moor Reserve mid-month. 
 
John Croxton and I visited Cadbury Hill on the 16th and a patient search revealed Nuthatch, 
Treecreeper, Marsh Tit, Coal Tit, Bullfinch as well as the aforementioned Goldcrests.  Song 
Thrushes were singing, Ravens were very noisy and Blue Tits were abundant.  Later the same day 
John  saw a Merlin (a male from his description) over Duck Lane and I watched a Peregrine 
carrying prey at Wemberham.  Later there were two very satisfied looking Ravens and a Peregrine, 
with no prey, going off hunting! 
 
That evening, Chris Sperring saw Barn Owls displaying in the full moonlight, along the Strawberry 
Line. 
 
A Stonechat was at the sea wall on 20th, along with 2 Mediterranean Gulls, a large flock of Golden 
Plover and a Merlin.  Nearby a Woodcock was at Blake‟s Pools.  Finally, March is the month when 
Chiffchaffs and Blackcaps should arrive and start singing. 
 

Trevor RIddle 

Bullfinch 

Blackcap 

Dunnock 
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Computer Repairs & Upgrades at Your 
Home or Office 

 

 

COMPUTER STARTING SLOWLY? 
SICK OF GETTING NASTY VIRUSES? 

OVERCOME WITH POPUPS AND SPYWARE? 
IS YOUR CONFIDENTIAL DATA AT RISK? 

HERE ARE SOME OF OUR SERVICE PACKAGES 
  
Health Check/Tune Up 
Spyware/Virus Removal 
Data Transfer 
Secure Wireless Network Installation & Setup 
Internet Security and Anti-Virus 
Hardware Upgrades & Installation 
Troubleshooting Windows™ 

With years of experience working in a busy IT office we have been 
asked to fix all sorts of problems. There is not much that we've not 
seen or done when it comes to computers. So, if your computer is 
unwell or if it's in need of a boost and some TLC trust us to help 
you. 

For more information call 0800 756 9928 or visit 
www.quaycomputerservices.com 


